
Lesson 7: Grammatical Interpretation (part 2)  
 

I. Taking Pieces Apart, Putting Them Back Together  

A. Interpreting Little Pieces of Text. Translations often have little 
expressions which require some interpretation.  

1. Pronoun References: 

a. Pronouns are wonderful little workhorses that enable 
us to avoid tiresome repetition.  

(1) Imagine how cumbersome John 3:16 would be if it 
read, “God so loved the world that God gave God’s 
only begotten Son …” 

(2) But pronouns require interpretation. When the 
verse continues, “that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish,” we have to decide whether 
“Him” refers to God’s Son or God the Father. 

b. Most passages are clear, but it can get complicated. 

(1) Psalm 2:4-8 mentions 2 individuals. 

[a] Who is the “He” in v. 4?    Yahweh 

[b] Who is the “Me” in v. 6?   Yahweh 

[c] Who is the “Me” in v. 7?   Messiah 

[d] Who is the “Me” in v. 8?   Yahweh 

(2) 1 Corinthians 15:27-28. When does “He,” “Him,” 
and “the One” refer to God the Father, and when 
does it refer to God the Son? In the paraphrase 
below, I have replaced most of the pronouns with 
the persons to whom they refer.  

27  The Father has put all things in subjection under 
the Son’s feet. But when the Father says, “All things 

are put in subjection [to the Son], it is obvious that 
the Father who put all things in subjection to the 
Son is excluded [from that].  28  When all things are 
subjected to the Son, then the Son Himself will be 
subjected to the Father who subjected all things to 
the Son, so that God may be all in all.   

(3) Galatians 1:5. Who is the one “to whom” the glory goes 
forever, the Father or the Son? 

2. “Of” phrases (X of Y): Hebrew is full of little “of” phrases, and 
NT Greek is colored by this, too, because almost all NT writers 
were Jews. Many translations interpret these phrases, but some 
are left for us to wrestle through. 

a. Examples: What’s the difference between these? 

a cup of gold                  a cup of water 

The 1st one is constructed material, the 2nd is content. 

       the kingdom of Christ      the kingdoms of the lands 

The 1st refers to the ruler, the 2nd to the realms. 

b. Many times the 2nd thing in the “of” phrase is the agent 
doing the 1st thing. 1 Thess 1:3 uses 3 of phrases to teach 
that faith works, love labors, and hope endures. 

c. Other times the 1st thing accomplishes the 2nd thing.  

(1) 1 Peter 1:7, “the revelation of Jesus Christ” refers to 
how Christ will one day be revealed. The point is not 
that Christ will be revealing some message.  

(2) But the same phrase might mean the other idea in 
another passage. Revelation 1:1.  

(3) Context must reign in making decisions. 

d. There are many different “of” phrases. Some others: 



(1) Relationship: 1 Pet 1:1, “apostle of Jesus Christ” 

(2) Causation: 1 Peter 2:8, “a stone of stumbling” 

(3) Identification: Eph 6:16, “the shield of faith” 

                     2 Tim 4:8, “the crown of righteousness” 

(4) Characteristic: 1 Pet. 2:12, “the day of visitation” 

                          Isaiah 65:15, “the God of truth” 

3. Other Prepositional Phrases: Words like in, with, through, 
by, beyond, before, etc. can sometimes make a tremendous 
difference in meaning. 

a. Ephesians 3:16, “that He would grant you…to be streng-
thened with power thru His Spirit in the inner man.” 

(1) These three prepositional phrases all parallel one 
another in that each of them describes “to be 
strengthened.” 

(2) A block diagram of this verse provides a picture of 
this parallelism: 

 
          that He would grant you to be strengthened  

              with power  
              thru His Spirit  
              in the inner man 

(3) Summary:  

[a] The first indicates means: power. 

[b] The 2nd phrase indicates agent: The Spirit. 

[c] The 3rd phrase indicates realm: the inner being. 

4. The Divine Passive: Sometimes with a passive verb, the 
actor is only implied. Sometimes the implied actor is God. 
This construction sometimes highlights God’s providence. 

a. Matt 13:11. “To you it has been granted [by God] to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven” 

b. Romans 5:2. “May it never be!” (God forbid it!) 

c. 2 Corinthians 4:1. “as we received mercy [from God], 
we do not lose heart” 

d. Philippians 1:29 “For to you it has been granted [by 
God] for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him, but 
also to suffer for His sake,” 

i. Observation Exercise: Before class next week, meditate and 
examine this verse (in its context), and create a list of 10 
observations and 20 questions.  Psalm 1:1 (NASB) 

How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked,  
Nor stand in the path of sinners,  Nor sit in the seat of scoffers!  

Observations 

1) It opens with an exclamation 

2)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions 

1) What does “blessed” mean? 

2)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


