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III. The Epistles: Romans – Revelation 

A. The Characteristics of New Testament Epistles 
B. The Letters of Paul to Churches: Romans – II Thessalonians  

 
C. The Letters of Paul to Persons: I Timothy – Philemon. 

1. I TIMOTHY: Written circa AD 65 to Timothy, Paul publicly affirms 
him as his representative to reform the church at Ephesus 
amidst an influx of false teachers.  

a. It appears that Paul has won his court case and is now 
traveling about doing ministry again. He and Timothy had 
visited Ephesus and found this important church to be 
facing serious problems. (1:3; cf. Acts 20:28-31). 

b. Paul has left Timothy in Ephesus to confront and remove 
the false teachers and restore order to the church. The 
requirements for leaders are clearly spelled out. 3:1ff 

c. Other practical church matters are addressed, including the 
roles of men & women in worship, the church’s care for 
widows, & the description of a godly ministry. 

d. A key verse: 3:15. “… how one ought to conduct himself in 
the household of God, which is the church of the living God, 
the pillar & support of the truth.” 

2. II TIMOTHY: Written circa AD 67–68, Paul urges Timothy to 
continue in faithful ministry in Ephesus and beyond in light of 
Paul’s immanent execution. 

a. Paul has apparently been rearrested and is losing his court 
case in Rome. He expects his execution soon. (4:6) 

b. There are still matters to be addressed in this key church at 
Ephesus, so Paul has written this second open letter to him 
to publicly authorize Timothy’s reform actions. 

c. Paul repeatedly urges Timothy to remain faithful despite 
the growing surges of persecution and false teachers which 
Paul predicts will grow worse. (3:1ff) 

d. Paul urges Timothy to finish his work in Ephesus soon and 
come visit Paul in Rome. 

e. A key verse: 4:7–8, “I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the course, I have kept the faith….” 

 

3. TITUS: Written circa AD 65, Paul commissions Titus to finish 
establishing & reforming the churches on the island of Crete. 

a. After Paul’s release from his first Roman imprisonment, he 
and Titus had begun ministry on Crete, establishing (or 
reestablishing) churches on the island.  



b. The churches were not well developed and were being 
influenced by false teachers, so Paul publicly authorizes and 
instructs Titus to appoint godly, qualified elders. 1:5ff 

c. Paul also describes what godly conduct looks like for people 
in different stations of life and urges all to live according to 
the truths of the transforming Gospel. 

d. A key verse: 2:11-12, “For the grace of God has appeared, 
bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny 
ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, 
righteously and godly in the present age…” 

4. PHILEMON: Written circa AD 61, Paul writes to Philemon, a 
church leader in Colossae, to accept Onesimus, his runaway 
slave, as a full brother and fellow worker in the Lord. 

a. Apparently, Onesimus was an indentured servant who had 
run away with some money from his master. 10ff 

b. Onesimus made his way to Rome where he somehow came 
to Christ and met with Paul. 

c. Paul sends him back no longer as a slave but as a forgiven 
fellow-worker who is to be fully received into the church. 

d. A key verse: 15–16, “For perhaps he was for this reason 
separated from you for a while, that you would have him 
back forever….” 

B. Letters by Other Authors: Hebrews – Jude. 

1. HEBREWS: Written around AD 64–68 by someone in Paul’s 
ministry team, the author urges Hebrew Christians in Rome 
not to turn back to Judaism in order to avoid Roman 
persecution. 

a. Nero had begun persecuting Christians, but Jews were 
exempt from his wrath. Jewish Christians were tempted 
to go back to Judaism to enjoy that legal protection. 
The book is written to urge them to hold on to Christ at 
all costs. 10:32-36 

b. The book presents a series of arguments on the 
supremacy of Christ to all things, even the best of 
Judaism. To forsake Christ is to abandon all hope of 
salvation, for Christ fulfills Judaism. 

(1) Chaps 1-2, Christ Mediation Better than Angels’ 

(2) Chaps 3-4a, Christ’s Mediation Superior to Moses’ 

(3) Chaps 4b-10a, Christ’s Mediation Superior to the 
Aaronic Priesthood’s 

(4) Chaps 10b-13, Christ Worthy of Loyalty & Suffering 

c. Just as Hebrew saints in the OT lived by faith, so also 
Christian Jews in this difficult period needed to live by 
faith in the promises of Christ. 

d. A key verse: 12:1–2, “…let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
author & perfecter of faith….” 

2. JAMES: Written around AD 45 to Jewish Christians in Palestine 
& Syria, James encourages his readers to persevere in their 
trials and grow in spiritual maturity. 

a. The book seems to be a collection of short messages that 
James has compiled for circulation. 

b. James’ readers were experiencing all sorts of trials including 
sickness, persecution, exploitation, and temptations. 

c. They are urges to be those who not only hear the Word but 
resolve to do it in every area of life. 

d. A key verse: 1:21-22, “Therefore, putting aside all filthiness 
and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the 
word implanted, which is able to save your souls. But prove 
yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who 
delude themselves.” 


