
II. GENRE:  A Psalm of Trust in the Midst of Distress 

A. The opening verse sounds like what will follow will be a lament. But there are 
not any actual prayers for deliverance. 

B. Adversity is described in the beginning and end as the wilderness setting is 
described (v. 1) and the enemies out to get him (vv. 9-11). 

C. The celebration anticipated in v. 5 may refer to a memorial meal following a 
thank offering that he plans to give. 

III. STRUCTURE:  Confession of Divine Help (v. 1), Contemplation on God’s Power 
(vv. 2-8), Confidence in Deliverance from Enemies (vv. 9-11) 

IV. NOTES & APPLICATION 

A. Imagery: The poem begins in the wilderness in the morning, goes back to the 
Sanctuary, continues into the night watches, and anticipates a day of victory, 

B. Wordplay 

1. “seek earnestly” (shahar, 1), “lies” (sheqer, 11), & “stopped” (sakar, 11) 

2. V. 1 “soul” (nephesh) originally meant “throat,” an image fitting for thirst 

3. V. 10 “foxes” (lit. jackals, shu’al) rhymes with Sheol alluded to in v. 9. 

C. Word Choice: The term “stopped” (v. 11) is used only one other time in Gen 
8:2 for God’s stopping of the Flood waters. 

D. Irony 

1. David awaits a plentiful meal (5) but his enemies will become one (10). 

2. While God’s hand upholds David (8), the “hand of the sword” (10) will 
overtake his enemies. 

Mark Futato, “The wilderness is a place where we experience isolation—separation 
from family, friends, the worshiping community, and seemingly even God himself. The 
wilderness is a place where we experience desolation—joylessness, disconsolation, 
sorrow, confusion, loneliness, barrenness, and lifelessness. In the wilderness we find 
ourselves on a search. A search for answers, for security, for meaning, for significance. 
Yes, on the surface we may be searching for these or similar things. But in our souls we 
are on a search that only God himself can satisfy by his own presence.” 
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Ps 63 – Beholden to God’s Power 

I. SETTING 

A. AUTHOR: David, part of a collection of his poems from Pss 51-70. 

B. BACKGROUND: 

1. The superscript mentions a time when David was residing “in the 
wilderness of Judah.” On its own, this could refer to his time on the run 
from Saul (c. 1014 BC, 1 Sam 22:5; 23:14), or his time on the run from 
Absalom (c. 976 BC, 2 Sam 15:23, 28; 18:7-8). 

2. A couple evidences tip it in favor of the Absalom period. 

a. David recounts seeing the glory of God in the sanctuary (v. 2), 
something less likely before 1003 BC when he moved the 
Tabernacle and the ark to Jerusalem under his reign. 

b. The reference to “the king” and those who vowed loyalty to him 
being delivered better describes David after his enthronement. 

C. PLACEMENT:  

1. Psalms 61 & 63 share several features in common. They each: 
a. Speak of extreme conditions: fainting & thirsting (61:2; 63:1) 
b. Express a desire to worship in Zion (61:2; 63:1) 
c. Speak or protection under God’s wings (61:4; 63:7) 
d. Refer to God as a Helper (61:3; 63:7) 
e. Anticipate ongoing praise (61:8; 63:4) 
f. Anticipate the king’s long life (61:6; 63:11) 

2. Psalms 62 & 63 share several features in common.  
a. Refer to God as a Helper (62:3; 63:7) 
b. Foresee the destruction of enemies (62:12; 63:9) 
c. They are inverted in their manner of address. 

(1) Ps 62 is addressed to others except for the final prayer (61:12) 
(2) Ps 63 is addressed to God except for the final verse (63:11)



 
 

                

 
 
 
Left: The Wilderness of Judah (v. 1) 
 
 
Right: A Palestinian Jackal (v. 10) 


