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Psalm 65 – ABOUNDING HARVEST, ABOUNDING THANKS  

I. SETTING 

A. AUTHOR: David 

B. BACKGROUND 

1. The superscriptions provide no historical notes.  

2. The references to agricultural bounty (vv. 9-13) suggest that this 
hymn was intended as a song of corporate thanks after harvest.  

3. In later Jewish tradition, it was traditional to sing this psalm at the 
Feast of Ingathering (aka Tabernacles). 

a. V. 3 celebrates the Lord’s atonement of His people’s sins. 

b. This Fall festival was 4 days after the Day of Atonement. 

C. PLACEMENT:  

1. Part of Book II (Pss 42-72), a collection which favors the use of the 
title “God” instead of “Yahweh” (the LORD). 

2. Part of Pss 51-71 which are all by David 

3. Psalms 64 & 65 both share the term “fear” which reference to 
God (64:9; 65:8). 

4. Pss 65-68 share strong connections. 

a. All 4 use the term “song” in their headings. 

b. All 4 have a strong focus on the whole world.  



(1) 65:2, 5; 66:1, 4, 8; 67:3–5; 68:28–33 

(2) Allan Harman, “These songs constitute a call to the 
nations to acknowledge the God of Israel as the mighty 
saviour and to join in praise to him.” 

II. GENRE:  Corporate Hymn of Thanks (for Harvest and more) 

A. Most of the psalm uses “we” and “us” to describe the speakers, 
making this a corporate song. 

B. The fulfilling of vows in v. 2 refers to promises the worshippers made 
to bring thank offerings. 

C. The harvest festivals of Israel (Ingathering/Tabernacles in Fall, First 
fruits in Spring) were religious cultural events. 

D. The reference to God’s welcoming presence (vv. 1-4) and his global 
control (vv. 5-8) remind the thankful worshippers that God is more 
than just a spirit who brings agricultural prosperity. He is so much 
more than Ba’al could ever be. 

III. STRUCTURE: 

A. The poem divides into three rounds of thanks and praise. 

1. Thanks for Acceptance into God’s Presence (1-4) 

2. Celebration of God’s Sovereignty over the Earth (5-8) 

3. Celebration of the Abundance of God’s Provision (9-13) 

B. The first verse of each of section uses the title “God” (vv. 1, 5, 9) 

IV. NOTES & APPLICATION 

A. A Song for a Thank Offering 

1. At the harvest festivals, worshippers would give freewill offerings 
to the Lord. Some of it would be burned up but most of it was 
enjoyed as a meal with family & friends. 

2. This may be bound up in the “satisfaction” of v. 4. 

B. Joy in the midst of sorrow. 

1. The previous pss have all been had enemies threatening to do 
harm. But in this psalm is the sweet savor of grace. 

2. Will Varner, “After over a dozen lament psalms coming out of 
David’s life as a fugitive, it is refreshing to arrive at a psalm of pure 
unadulterated praise! … Here we almost feel the splash of the rain 
and sense the springing growth all around us.” 

C. Silent Praise. 

1. The opening verse refers to silence in praise. This speaks of the 
quiet anticipation of great praise to come. 

2. Ironically, the poem ends by speaking of the creation shouting in 
praise (a shout which is more seen than heard). 

D. World-Wide Praise: Verses 2, 5, 8 speak of prayer and praise coming 
to God from around the world. This certainly describes how things 
ought to be, but it might also hint at what one day will be! 

E. Rough Waters: The world is a rough place (v. 7), and the world of men 
is no better. But neither threatens the mountain-strong stability of 
God (v .6). 

F. Eyes to See God at Work 

1. Redeemed minds can hear God’s praise in creation. 

2. The beauty of creation, in both its power and provision, is not the 
work of impersonal forces. God is actively at work in His creation. 

Alec Motyer – “Nothing happens without our Creator-Saviour-Sovereign God. 
There is no life apart from his life.…Fertilizers have no power of life unless he 
makes them fertilize; potatoes have no power of growth unless he makes 
them grow. He is the LORD and giver of life, who, in the same mercy that 
prompted the work of salvation, and with the same power that controls 
creation and history, ‘crowns the year with his goodness’.” 


