JOYFUL JOURNEY THRU THE PSALMS

GOD, MY EXCEEDING JOY
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Psalm 66 — Learning to Sing Together

PSALM 66
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HEADINGS

While most of this is a song to be sung by the congregation (vv. 6, 8,-12,
we, our, us), it concludes with a part sung by the leader of the nation (vv.

The clear references to thank offerings (vv. 13-15) reveal that this was

intended to be a song of thanks.
Ps 65 was a corporate hymn of thanks for harvest while Ps 66 is a

GENRE: Corporate Hymn of Thanks with Individual Part
corporate hymn of thanks for deliverance.
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The psalm is technically anonymous (only the 4t one thus far).

In Book Il (Pss 42-72), only Pss 66-67 are anonymous. They have been

intentionally sandwiched within pss of David.

SETTING
A. AUTHOR
1.

David, or they may have been placed here because they are so

There may have been an ancient understanding that these were by
strongly influenced by David’s writings.

2.

and the Jordan River (v. 6), but some later event (vv. 10-12; 17, 19-

The only specific historical events are deliverances at the Red Sea
20) triggered the writing of this song.

The superscriptions provide no historical notes.

BACKGROUND
PLACEMENT

1
2.

B.
C.

PURPOSE: The psalmist composes a hymn of corporate thanks after
some great deliverance. The congregation first summons the nations
to praise for His goodness to Israel, and then the leader summons
the congregation as he prepares to offer a grand thank offering.

Type: Communal Song of Thanks with Individual Part
Author: Perhaps David

Date: Sometime after the Tabernacle’s
establishment in Jerusalem, c. 1003 BC

STANZAS FOR THE CONGREGATION:
GoD's DELIVERANCE OF ISRAEL ON DISPLAY BEFORE THE NATIONS

wv. 1-12

STANZAS FOR THE LEADER:
GRAND DispLAY OF THANKSGIVING FOR GOD’S LOVINGKINDNESS

wv. 13-20

Authorization
Consigned to

Invitation to the Nations

the Tabernacle
Choir Director

Song Type
“Song”
“Psalm”

vv. 1-9
Invitation to Praise the Great God
vv. 1-4
Call to the Nations to Praise God
vv. 1-2
Instruction in How to Pray
vv. 3-4
(Selah)
Invitation to Learn God's Great Deeds
wv. 5-7
Call to the Nations to Learn
v.5
Recollection of the Exodus
v. 6
Celebration of His International Sovereignty
v.7
(Selah)
Invitation to Praise the God of Grace
vv. 8-9
Call to the Nations to Bless God
v.8

God'’s Care as the Cause for Praise
v.9

Prayer of Thanks
vv. 10-12

Confession of God’s
Refining Purposes in
the Nation’s
Struggles
v. 10

Recollection of the
Nation’s Great
Adversities
vv. 11-12b

Thanks for God’s
Ultimate
Deliverance of the
Nation
v.12¢c

Prayer of Thanks
vv. 13-15

Commitment to
Fulfill Earlier Vows
for Thank Offerings

vv. 13-14

Intention to Offer
Thank Offerings on
Behalf of the
People
v. 15

(Selah)

Invitation to the Congregation
vv. 16-20

Call to the People to Listen
v. 16

Lessons Learned from His
Prayer for Help
vv. 17-19

Plea for Help Viewed
as a Kind of Worship
v. 17

Alertness to Sin as an
Impediment to Prayer
v. 18

Canfidence in God’s
Reception of His Prayer
v. 19

Celebration of God’s Grace in
Answering Prayer
v. 20

Part of Pss 65-68.

1.



a. All have notable universal scope, addressing all the nations.
b. All 4 of them have the word “song” in their headings
2. Psalms 66 & 65 share some common elements. They both refer to:
a. God’s control of the waters (65:8; 66:6)
b. Fulfilling vows at God’s house (65:1, 4; 66:13)
¢. God’s awesome deeds (65:5; 66:3, 5)

3. While Ps 65 focuses more on God’s control of creation, Ps 66 focuses
more on God’s redemption.

Ill. STRUCTURE: Stanzas for the Congregation (1-12) and for the Leader (13-20)

A.

The most notable shift in the poem is from the “us” and “we” of vv. 1-12
and the “1” in vv. 13-20.

In the first half, the singers call the nations to come sing and to see
(learn) why God is so great before concluding with a prayer of thanks (vv.
10-12).

In the 2" half, the leader begins with a prayer of thanks with a thank
offering before calling the congregation to come listen to his lessons
learned in his distress.

In this psalm the term “Selah” marks off some (but not all) of the
subsections but none of the main sections.

IV. NOTES & APPLICATION

A.

Invitations: Ps 66 is full of invitations to the nations (1-12). While the
Israelites were not a missionary people, they nonetheless saw they had a
role in lifting up God’s glory to the nations. How much more so for the
church’s Gospel mission!

Universal Subjection: Verse 3 mentions the “feigned obedience” of the
nations may refer to their bowing of the knee without the bowing their
hearts (Isa. 45:23 in Romans 14:11; Philippians 2:10)

1. God will be glorified by all. But it is always better to submit willingly
and lovingly than to be subjected in judgment.

2. When Psalm 66 calls the nations to praise, it’s aim is that they would
willingly submit to the God'’s Kingship.

Tested and Tried: In v. 10, the singers recall how God refined them like
silver, a process requiring great expertise.

“[S]terling silver [melts] at 1,640 degrees Fahrenheit. An additional
338 degrees is necessary to allow the metal to be poured without
freezing and not so hot that a destructive crystalline structure forms
or alloys are dissipated before the metal cools. It is also important to
avoid oxygen infiltration as much as possible during the melting
process so that the structure of the metal will not become porous.
The refining process requires expertise and an intimate knowledge of
the tools and metals involved. As such it is an apt metaphor for God’s
testing of the heart” (IVP Bible Background Commentary, 1:556)

In a Bind: In v. 11, the singers recount how God had put “an oppressive
burden on or loins.” This unique expression found nowhere else in
Scripture probably envisions people being bound at the midsection like
prisoners of war.

Unusual Thank Offering: vv. 12-15. The quantity and kinds of offerings
promised by the singer are not normal for an individual thank offering.
The leader seems to be representing the nation in offering these grand
sacrifices.

Were You There? In v. 6, the singers say, “There let us rejoice in Him,”
referring to the place of the Red Sea crossing (Ex 14) and the Jordan River
crossing (Josh 3).

1. Thisis not a command to make a pilgrimage to those places or to
erect shrines on them.

2. Rather, itis a journey of the mind back to those key places in
redemptive history.

3. Likewise, we frequently “go” to Calvary and sing about what Christ
did “there” on our behalf.



