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Ps 83 is lament and prayer for God’s intervention in time of military crisis.

GENRE: National Lament in Light of Military Aggression

Surrounded by Enemies

A.

The singular “my” (13) is best understood as a collective reference, a

song for the nation to sing as one man.

B. Though the words “we” & “us” are not used, this is as a communal song.
1.

Other national laments include Pss 44, 74, 79, 80, 85, 89.
The first half of the psalm (1-8) contains the lament and complaint while

the last half (9-18) calls on God to intervene in dramatic fashion.

2.

3.

An Asaphite

“Asaph” was the chief musician of the sanctuary appointed by David.

Asaph’s descendants were active when worship was restored in 536
BC (Ezra 3:10), & various among them composed some of these pss.

SETTING & USAGE
A. AUTHOR
1.

(8) probably means this ps was written by an

Asaphite in the 800-700’s BC when Assyria was a great menace.

Assyria

Psalm 83 is the end of the songs by “Asaph” (73-83).
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seems frightening silent (83:1), and the psalm begs him to speak &

Pss 82 & 83 both contain references to God as “the Most High” who
judgment (82:2-7) against corrupt judges in Israel. But in Ps 83, God
act on judgment against the enemies of Israel.

is sovereign over all the nations (82:6, 8; 83:18).
In Ps 82 God is speaking, and his speech is a frightening word of

2.
3.

PURPOSE: Israel cries for God to respond to the battle cries of the
nations around her which seem always ready to dispossess her of
her land. The psalm calls on God to act on Israel’s behalf as in the
days of great northern judges like Gideon and Barak so the

nations might glorify God aright.

Type: National Lament in Light of Military Crisis
Author: An Asaphite
Date: Unknown. Perhaps in the 800's — 700’s BC.
Note: There is no record of an attack by all 10 enemy
nations, so there may not be a single event in view.
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C. BACKGROUND & USAGE .

Vv 6-8 list 10 nations surrounding Israel which were traditional
enemies. The listing moves from south to east to north.

a. V.6 mentions nations to the SE: Edom &
Moab mostly nearby, and Ishmaelites &
Hagrites (descendants of Hagar?) further
east.

b. V.7 mentions nations East, West &
North. Gebal may be a name for Petra
(Edom). The Amalekites had land in the
east and far south. Philistia is to the
West, & Tyre is in the north.

c. V.8 mentions Assyria, off map in the NE.

The fact that the Assyrians are mentioned but not the Egyptians or
Babylonians suggests this psalm was written when Assyria was the
dominant power of the day, during the 800’s-700’s BC.

No specific crisis in Israel’s history is clearly named.

a. Attimes, some of these enemies conspire against Israel. (2 Chr
20 mentions 4 or 5 of them.) But no OT passage or historical
record mentions all 10 nations against Israel simultaneously.

b. There is nothing to indicate this psalm is a prophecy of an end
times battle (a popular view with some sensationalists).

While it is possible we are missing historical information, it is likely
that this psalm poetically describes how Israel’s enemies seemed to
attack her endlessly from different sides, even if not all together at

once. While Israel lived in a covenant with God, it is as if the enemy D.

nations lived in an ongoing covenant against God (5).

a. This song might not give a snap shot of a single threat so much as
frame a stained-glass window of common threats thru time.

b. The song could have been used whenever the nation felt
threatened and needed prayer for God’s protection.

NOTES:

A. God’s Names. Four different titles/names for God are used: ’Elohim

(“God,” vv. 1a, 12, 13), ’El (“God,” v. 1b), Yahweh (“LorD,” wv. 16, 18a),
‘Elyon (“Most High,” v. 18b).

God’s Silence.

1. Inv. 1, the ps calls on God to speak, to listen, and to act. (The 2™
phrase is more correctly rendered, “do not be deaf.”)

2. Sometimes it feels like God is silent, deaf, & inactive. But the psalmist
knows this is not reality, so he prays earnestly for God’s intervention.

Praying about the Past.

2. Vv.9-12 mention several victories from the days of the Judges, some
400-600 years before the psalm was written.

a. V.9a: Troops from Midian were defeated by Gideon (Jdg 7).
V. 9b: Sisera was the commander of Canaanite king Jebin’s
army, defeated by Barak (Judges 4).
V. 10: Both Gideon & Barak had victories near En-dor in the
Jezeel valley.
V. 11: Gideon defeated the Midianite chieftains, Oreb and Zeeb
(Judges 7) & the Midianite kings, Zebah & Almunnah (Judges 8).

b. The fact that these places of victory are all in the north may
highlight the threat the Assyrians posed to Israel, since they

would eventually invade thru these very places.

3. The psalm shows us the value of meditating on what God has done in
the past to encourage us about His protection in the present.

Praying for Your Enemies.
1. This ps contains a long section of imprecatory prayers (vv. 9, 13-18).
2. The motive is not raw revenge but a desire for justice & God’s glory.

3. While the psalm wants these enemies defeated, it also prays that
they’d be converted (17).



