E. Later Uses

1.

In Judaism: While the events behind this psalm appear to come
from the time of Rehoboam (c. 926 BC), the psalm would have
taken on new relevance in the days after the Fall of Jerusalem in
586 B.C. Today in Judaism it is often recited in advance of the
High Holy Days (including the Day of Atonement).

In the New Testament

a. Vv.1& 10 are quoted in part by Mary in her Magnificat (Luke
1:51).

b. V. 20is quoted by Paul in his sermon at Pisidian Antioch (Acts
13:22; cf 1 Sam. 13:14).

c. Vv. 27 & 37 are adapted to refer to Jesus in Revelation 1:5.

In Christian History: In the early centuries of the Church, it
became customary to read Psalm 89 on Christmas Day to
celebrate the renewal of David’s line with the birth of One worthy
to reclaim the kingdom forever.

B. Evaluating the Lament. Was Ethan right in his assessment (v. 38ff)
that God had abandoned the king?

1.

Some would say that this prayer is an inspired recounting of
Ethan’s feelings, but that Ethan is not entirely correct.

Michael Wilcock: “How might God respond to the Ethan musicians
who first composed & sang Ps 89...? He would not be harsh, for
all their harsh words to him; they were a group of bewildered
believers, to whom it genuinely seemed that he had let them
down. He would understand that. All the same, they were wrong.
They were disoriented & needed to be set right. They had to grasp
that David’s royal line really would survive the wreck of an earthly
kingdom. They had themselves sung of the difference between
punishment in v. 32 and rejection in v. 33. ... They assumed that
this was rejection, and in v. 38 they said so. But it was rejection
only of the wickedness in Israel ... not of Israel herself. For her it
was disciplinary punishment.”
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D. Second-Person A-Plenty.

Vv. 9-14 are loaded with 14 “you’s” as God is praised directly.

Vv. 38-45 are loaded with 18 “you’s” as the psalmist utters
confused prayers about what God has allowed to happen.

Even though the psalmist’s lament is confused (vv. 38ff), his
words still model the value of praying God’s promises.
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PURPOSE: Ethan celebrates the sovereign majesty of Yahweh who rules
heawven and has covenanted with David & his line to administer His
kingdom on earth. But he mourns a great loss of the realm that casts a
shadow of confusion over his understanding of the everlasting promises.

Type: Royal Lament
Author: Ethan, a Levitical worship leader from the times
of David thru Rehoboam (1 Kgs 4:31; 1 Chron 15:19)

Date: Perhaps after Shishak's invasion of fon, c. 926 B.C.
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