
 

LEARNING TO PRAISE  – July 7, 2024 

I. IMPACT: A Great Psalm for a Great King 

A. Ps 145 delights in extoling God for His great power and 
great grace shown to the individual, to God’s people, to 
each generation, and to all creation. 

B. Ps 145 has enjoyed a rich history of usage in Judaism 
and the Christian Church. 

1. Later passages borrow wording from this one (e.g. 
Dan 4:3b from v. 13; Pss 104:27-28 from vv. 15-16). 

2. In Judaism it is frequently recited.  

a. The Talmud guarantees a place in the world to 
come for the one who repeats it 3 times a day. 

b. Pss 145-150 are scheduled to be recited each 
morning in Jewish prayer books. 

C. Christians have historically made much use of it. 

1. It may be alluded to in the NT (v. 17 in Rev 15:3 and 
16:5; v. 18 in Acts 17:27; v. 19 in John 19:3). The 
Lord’s prayer is thought to echo concepts found in 
vv. 1, 8, 11, 13, 16, and v. 21. 

2. Lectionaries schedule its reading for various 
holidays, and for centuries in English colleges vv. 15-
16 were recited before meals. 

II. GENRE:  Modified Hymn of Praise  

A. It is not difficult to see this as a hymn a praise after 
looking at the heading, “A Psalm of Praise, of David.” 

B. Nonetheless, it doesn’t neatly follow the normal 
structure for praise songs: opening call to praise, 
reasons for praise, and final call to praise. 

1. Its deviation from the normal structure of a praise 
ps is due to the constraints of the acrostic structure. 

a. Acrostic poems begin each segment with suc-
cessive letters of the Heb alphabet (22 letters).  

b. Other psalms of praise which use acrostics 
include Pss 111 and 112. 

2. In Ps 145 the calls to praise are more indirect, 
speaking more about how people will praise Him. 
This serves as an implicit invitation to do so. 

III. SETTING 

A. AUTHOR & BACKGROUND 

1. This is the last psalm credited to David. 

2. There are no clear indicators from the ps as to what 
period of David’s life it might have originated.  

a. Talk of God’s kingdom (vv. 11-13) might suggest 
he wrote it when he was king (c. 1010 BC on). 

b. But the ps speaks of God’s kingdom in terms of 
its universal sovereignty, not just over Israel. 

B. PLACEMENT 

1. It closes the final collection of David’s pss (138-145). 
Most of these are laments or contain laments. Pss 
138 and 145 bracket the collection with stirring 
songs of thanks and praise. 

2. Ps 145 is a prelude to Pss 146-150, the Final Hallel. 

III. STRUCTURE: The structure of Psalm 145 is beautifully 
constructed with two layers of structure. 

A. Flow of Thought: See visual outline chart (next page). 

B. Acrostic Structure 

1. This is the 8th and final acrostic psalm. Others 
include Pss 9/10, 25, 34, 37, 111, 112, & 119. 

2. The acrostic spans (almost?) the entire alphabet. 

  



IV. Comments 

A. Key Words & Concepts 

1. Terms for Praise: There are 16 references to praise! 
(praise, extol, bless, speak, eagerly utter, shout 
joyfully, give thanks, and make known) 

2. Sense of Totality: In addition to the acrostic which 
covers everything “from A-Z,” there are (up to) 19 
instances of the Heb. word for “all” or “every.” 

3. Godward Focus: There are 14 references to God.  
a.  “Your name” or “His name” = 10 times 
b. “LORD” (Yahweh) = 3 times 
c. “My God” = once 

B. Declarative Praise: Ps 145 says much about Who 
Yahweh is and what Yahweh has done. 
1. Eleven statements about Who Yahweh Is. (vv. 3, 8, 

9, 13, 17) 
2. Eight of nine general statements about His works 

(vv. 4, 5, 6, 9, 12, 13b, 17) 
3. A cluster of seven specific statements about what 

Yahweh does (vv. 14, 19, 20) 

C. Person Switching: The psalm shifts frequently from the 
speaking of the psalmist to the people, and from 
speaking to God to speaking about God. 

1. The ps opens with David own commitment to praise 
(vv. 1-2), moves on to speaking of the praise from 
God’s people (v. 10), and concludes with calling on 
all humanity to praise (v. 21). 

2. The psalm sometimes prays directly to God (vv. 1-2, 
4-7, 10-13a, 15-16) but almost as often speaks 
about Him (vv. 3, 8-9, 13b-14, 17-21). 

3. The switching from prayer to declaration marks 
some of the subsections within the poem. 

D. Prayer without Ceasing: David’s commitment in vv. 1-2 
foreshadows the counsel of Paul in 1 Thess. 5:16-18. 

E. Unsearchable Greatness: Verse 3 may be rendered:    
        Yahweh is great and very praiseworthy, 
        and there is no searching out His greatness. 

When humans utter words of praise for God, it is as though they 

are drawing a sunset with only a pencil. They can talk about the 

Lord’s greatness, and they must, but they will never be able to 

describe or to define it in its fullness. Their best efforts can only 

point in the direction of his perfections.  — Daniel Estes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F. Great Power: One of the word plays in the Heb. text is 
the rhyme of the words for “greatness” (gedulah, vv. 3, 
6) and “mighty acts/power” (geburah, vv. 4, 12). God’s 
greatness is profoundly seen in His saving acts.  

G. Generational Blessing: The psalmist anticipates future 
generations blessing and praising God (vv. 4-7) not only 
because what He did in the past was so memorable but 
also because He continues in His faithfulness to each 
generation. Our God continues to work wonders in this 
world He has made and is redeeming to Himself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


