
 

 

THE SOVEREIGN OF CREATION & REDEMPTION                 
August 11, 2024 

I. IMPACT 

A. Lesson: Ps 147 encourages us to praise God as the sovereign of 
creation who cares for us as His special people. Just as God sends 
His word to govern the cosmos, so He has given His special Word 
to govern and care for us. 

B. The Reuse of Scripture 

1. Ps 147 echoes many other passages of scripture, including 
passages from Job, Isaiah, Deuteronomy and other psalms. 

2. As a poem written near the end of the OT era, it draws much 
from earlier Old Testament writings. 

C. Jewish Tradition: Ps 147 is part of a section of the Pss (145-150) 
chanted every morning in synagogue prayers. 

D. New Testament Echoes: Themes found in Ps 147 echo into the 
NT. Perhaps most striking is Jesus’ talking of God’s care for 
ravens, expanding on the imagery of v. 9b. 

“Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor reap; they 
have no storeroom nor barn, and yet God feeds them; how 
much more valuable you are than the birds!” Luke 12:24 

E. More than a Creator: The psalm celebrates Yahweh’s control of 
creation. But the greater cause for praise is Yahweh’s special care 
for His people. He knows them, sees them, helps them, and 
restores them in accordance with His Word. 

 



II. GENRE:  Hymn of Corporate Praise  

A. Most hymns of praise begin with a call to worship, follow with 
reasons for worship, and conclude with a final call to worship.  

B. In Ps 147, this approach is enriched with three cycles of praise. 

1. The first line of v. 1 (“Praise the LORD” = Hallelujah) is the 
opening call to worship, and the same phrase appears at the 
end of v. 20 as the final call to worship. 

2. But the reasons for praise in vv. 1b-20b are triplicated. There 
are three more calls to praise, and three sets of reasons for 
praise. See the visual outline chart at the end of the lesson. 

III. SETTING 

A. AUTHOR & BACKGROUND 

1. In the Hebrew Bible, this ps is anonymous. 

2. Several lines indicate the psalm is from the end of the OT era.  

a. Vv. 2 and 12-13 celebrate the rebuilding of Jerusalem and 
the regathering of Jews after the Babylonian exile. 

b. This fits the period of Nehemiah who led the rebuilding 
of Jerusalem’s walls around 445 BC. Cf. Neh. 7. 

3. The reference to harsh winter weather (vv. 16-18) which 
seldom occurs in Jerusalem suggests that the poem might 
have been written after a freak winter storm.   

B. PLACEMENT 

1. Pss 146-150 are referred to as “The Final Hallel” or 
sometimes simply as “The Hallel.” Each of these pss begins & 
ends (in Heb.) with “Hallelujah.” 

2. The LXX splits this ps in two after v. 11. (Cf. some RCC Bibles). 

III. COMMENTARY 

A. God-Centered. While there are 3 references to “we” or “us,” the 
ps focuses mostly on God. He is spoken about 44 times! In Heb. 
there are 33 instances of He/Him/His, 7 instances of Yahweh, 3 
instances of God, and 1 instance of “Lord.” 

B. God’s Characteristic Care. The psalmist makes frequent use of 
participles which may sometimes be rendered, “the one doing 
such-and-such (cf. v. 8). This verb type is used 15 times with 
reference to God’s actions, stressing that he characteristically 
and habitually does these things. He is utterly faithful! 

C. Intentional Interruptions. The ps takes sudden turns at various 
points (4-5, 10, 15-18). It feels like the psalmist changes 
direction, but each of these jarring interruptions is intentional, 
forcing the reader to make connections of thought. 

D. Word Plays. Most translations mask wordplays in the ps. In vv. 4-
5, the same Heb. word is behind “number” and “infinite.” In vv. 
10-11, the same Heb. word is behind “pleasure” and “favor.” 
These words plays bind together these interrupting verses, 
making clear that they are intentionally places. 

E. The Stary Hose. Perhaps the most unexpected interruption is the 
reference to God’s counting and naming the stars (4). The point 
is that if God knows such out-of-reach things, he surely knows 
who and where His people are. Cf. Isa. 40:26-28. 

F. The Word Sent Forth (15-20). The ps ends by celebrating how 
God sends out His word to accomplish His purposes.  

1. Attention is first given to how His word runs throughout 
creation, dictating God’s will to the weather.  

2. But more wondrous is God’s special word to His people, a 
unique revelation which sets the recipients apart.  

3. Believers in Jesus have come to know the Living Word! 


