
As important as the origin of man is to human life, the fall of man is an equally important subject. As those who believe 
that God created mankind and at one time dwelt in perfect communion with His creation, we also believe that mankind 
fell out of perfect communion which resulted in a broken relationship with the Creator. This fall left man with a dilemma 
that was insurmountable by any and all human efforts. Some see the fall of man as (1) “legend”, others as a (2) “true 
myth”, and still others as (3) “historical truth”. As bible-believing Christians, we accept the fall of man as taught in 
Scripture (1 Corinthians 15:21-22; 1 Timothy 2:14; Romans 5:12-21) as historically true and accurate. Both the fall and 
sin of Adam are as important to accept as true as is the life, ministry, and death of Jesus.

The Tempted (Mankind Represented by Adam)

His Endowments — In order to better understand the fall of man and the guilt of Adam, it is important to know that 
Adam was well aware of the prohibition of God and the consequences of violating God’s command. God created Adam 
as a being who was capable of understanding the will of His creator.

Adam was able to ____________________ God and His commands (Genesis 2:16-17)

Adam was given ____________________ over the animals (Genesis 1:28; 2:19)

Adam understood the ____________________ between himself and Eve (Genesis 2:19-23)

Adam utilized __________________ in order to communicate with God and Eve (Genesis 2:19-23)

His Moral Nature — Prior to the fall of man, Adam (and Eve) were morally pure; meaning, Adam and Eve were, at one 
time, without sin in mind and actions. This moral purity allowed Adam and Eve to enjoy perfect fellowship with their 
Creator. It is also important as it helps to understand the magnitude of the consequence of sin.

Adam was created __________________ __________________ and in this sense was innocent and holy (though not 
holy in the same way and to the same degree as God is holy).

Adam had a ___________________ ____________________ (meaning a will which was free from the presence and 
influence of internal sin) and was capable of considering and making choices (volitional creature).

His Responsibilities — A common misconception concerning work is that work is a result of sin. When God created 
Adam, one of God’s mandates for Adam was that he be given responsibilities to fulfill to the glory of God. Adam was 
given work to do in the garden.

Adam was to __________________ ____________________ over the garden and all it contained (Genesis 1:28)

This work of subduing (kabash) has the idea of “bringing something into subjection or make subservient”. By subduing 
the earth Adam would exercise his authority, his human sovereignty, over the realm that God created in order to sustain 
the life of mankind for the purpose of providing for himself and his offspring.

Adam was to __________________ the _________________ of his labor (Genesis 2:16-17)

As a reward for his work, Adam would enjoy all that God had placed in the garden and under his authority. The fruits of 
his labor would indeed be enjoyable and life-sustaining.
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The Test (Obedience to the Command of God)

The ________________ of the Tree — There is no indication that the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil (Genesis 
1:9) possessed any spiritual qualities or was evil in and of itself. The test as it pertains to the tree was one of listening to 
and obeying the command of God. The knowledge of good and evil would become clear beginning the moment Adam 
and Eve ate from this forbidden tree. It was at this point their eyes were open to the reality and horror of knowing they 
had rejected the good provision and command of God by committing evil against Him. Given all that was provided in the 
garden by God for Adam and Eve, the command not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was minor in 
comparison. However minor it may seem, any act of disobedience against God is major and carried severe 
consequences (physical and spiritual death — cf. James 2:10).

The Freedom to ____________________ — As previously stated, Adam (and Eve) were created with free will. That is, 
a will that was not corrupt or subject to the influence of sin. A will that could make a decision to follow God’s command 
or reject God’s command. While there is no indication in the pages of Scripture that either Adam or Eve were omniscient 
(knowing all things), they did know that God had issued a clear prohibition with a warning of the consequences for 
disobeying that prohibition. 

This test is evidence that man was not created as an automaton. However, even with a free will, Adam and Eve willingly 
chose to disobey God’s command, choosing their own desires rather than God’s. As a result, mankind was thrust into 
sin and now possesses a sin nature, the guilt of Adam and Eve, and has a will that is a slave to sin and no longer free 
as it was in the garden prior to the fall of man. This means that while people do make daily decisions concerning the 
physical and spiritual aspects of life, those decisions are no longer free from the influence and power of sin and can 
never, without God’s divine intervention, truly seek to please and serve Him.

The Tempter (Satan)

The __________________ of the Tempter — Before Adam and Eve were tempted and fell into sin, Satan rebelled 
against God (Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezekiel 28:14-19; Revelation 12:9). While the Bible does not give exact details of the 
timing of Satan’s creation, fall, and banishment, his rebellion did take place prior to the events of Genesis three.

The ___________________ of the Tempter — By taking the form of the serpent when tempting Eve, Satan chose a 
creature that was familiar and safe to the woman (prior to the fall no creature was offensive or detestable or presented a 
danger to Adam and Eve). Had Satan appeared in his unaltered form, Eve likely would have sensed that something 
unusual and abnormal was taking place. As the great deceiver, Satan is very aware ways how to present sin in ways 
that do not automatically cause one to put up their defenses.

The ___________________ of the Tempter — Satan is a very dangerous and powerful enemy of Christians. One of 
his attributes or characteristics is falseness. Satan is called the “father of lies” (John 8:44), falsely accuses God’s people 
(Revelation 12:10), blinds the minds of people so they cannot see the truth of the gospel message (2 Corinthians 4:4), 
has fallen angels (demons) who assist him by deceiving people with false teaching (1 Timothy 4:1). Satan’s first act of 
temptation was to call angels to rebel against God (Revelation 12:4), in the garden Satan set his sights on mankind.

Review and Thought Questions

1. In what way was Adam innocent and holy? What was his (and Eve’s) relationship like with God prior to the fall?

2. In what way did Adam and Eve have free will? How and why did this change after the fall of man?

3. How was Satan able to appear to and tempt Eve without alarming her? What are some ways (that you have noticed) 
Satan presents temptation in our day and age without alarming people?

4. What one word could be used to describe Satan’s character and approach in drawing people away from God?
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