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There is no special backstory to this hymn other than Chisholm’s
frequent mediation on God’s faithfulness.

Over the years he wrote over 1200 poems, many of which were
published in Christian publications such as The Sunday School Times,
Moody Monthly, and Alliance Weekly.

In 1923, he mailed some of his poems to W. M. Runyan, a musician
connected with Hope Publishing Company & Moody Bible Institute.
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Runyan was struck with this poem in particular, and he prayer
fervently that he could write a tune for it which would help carry
its message.

Runyan first published it in a small booklet in 1923.

It quickly gained popularity at Moody Bible Institute where it became
the unofficial anthem and was often sung in chapel.
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The song provided much confort to struggling people during the
lean years of the Great Depression.

It gained greater popularity through its usage by the great
vocaist George Beverly Shea who traveled with Billy Graham as it
was sung frequently across the USA and UK in the 1950’s.

Audio/Video Samples on YouTube

Classic Hymns Channel
(Chenney, India)
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Text written in 1923 by Thomas Chisholm

Chisholm was born in a poor log cabin in Frankin, Kentucky in 1866.
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Though he was educated only up the 8 grade, he loved learning
and became a school house teacher at age 16.

At age 21 he became associate editor of his homtown newpaper.

He was won to the Lord at age 27 under the preaching of Dr. H.
C. Morrison, an itinerate Methodist evangelist.

Morrison later invited him to become editor of his magazine, The
Pentecostal Herald, based in Louisville.

Chisholm was ordained as a Methodist minister, but after a few
years he had to resign due to chronic ill health.

In 1909, he became an insurance salesman in Winona Lake, IN, a
location popular for many interdenominational Bible
conferences. He eventually retired in New Jersey.

(Go to back page)



GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNES (# 139) 4. Jerusalem was smoldering in ruins, most people were dead or deported,

Text by Thomas Chisholm — Music by W. M. Runyan and every day brought questions about where food would come from
Orginally Published 1923 — Public Domain and how the survivors would make it. But Jeremiah comforts them that

STANZA 1 with the rise of the sun each day there were new mercies to meet them.

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with thee;
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; a. The opening line introduces the key theme, deriving from the main
As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. text of Lamentations 3:23.

STANZA ONE

b. The second line alludes to the wording of James 1:17. While the
stars and planets ebb and flow in how much light they shine toward
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Great is thy faithfulness! earth, God is a constant light for His people.

Great is thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning new mercies | see; c. Line 3 alludes to Lamentations 3:22b, KJV.
Al have needed thy hand hath provided. d. These phrases are strung together as a reflection on God’s
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! character, immutability, and unchangeableness.

STANZA 2

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest a. The refrain makes much use of Lamentations 3:23b.

Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above b. The author’s own experience with rural poverty & a life of debili-

Join with all nature in manifold witness

tating sickness makes the last two lines of the refrain poignant.
To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.

STANZA TWO
STANZA 3 a. This stanza shifts from focusing on God’s attributes to His faithful
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, maintaining of the creative order.

Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide,
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

b. The constancy of the seasons and the celestial bodies remind
Chisholm of God'’s faithfulness to His own people.

c. These themes of constancy are found in the Noahic Covenant (Gen

The entire song is a prayer of thanks offered in the 2" person. The 8:22) and echoed in the prophets (Jer 31:35-36; 33:20-26).

opening lines set the theme for whole song, and the repetitive chorus STANZA THREE

brings each stanza back to that focus. ] ) )
a. This stanza focuses on God’s faithfulness to His people.

Numerous scriptures are alluded to, most notably Lamentations 3:22-23
and James 1:17. There are at least 10 other passages alluded to, though
some hymnists count as many as 50 scriptures.

b. It celebrates Christ’s forgiveness, the believer’s surpassing peace,
the personal presence of God, daily renewal, everlasting hope, and
an uncountable number of blessings available to the Christian.

The anchor text, Lamentations 3:23, is an amazing passage. It sits near

the middle of the book of sorrows and acts as pivot toward hope.



