PURPOSE: Facing uncertainty as he travels on his pilgrimage, the Type: Song of Trust of the Individual
PSALM 121 psalmist expresses confidence in Yahweh’s help. He is assured by Author: Unknown Date: Unknown
R el others that the God to whom he looks is steadfastly looking after Grouping: Part of the Songs of Ascents (Pss 120-34).
him. Used for pilgrimage to Zion.
HEADING PERSONAL CONFIDENCE: REINFORCED ASSURANCE:
v.0 OPENING DECLARATION OF TRUST ENCOURAGEMENTS TO TRUST FROM OTHERS
vv. 1-2 vv. 3-8
Collection | Concern about Unknown Encounters in the Hills The Constancy of The Safety of The Comprehensiveness
Song for v.1 Yahweh’s Watch Care | Yahweh’s Watch Care | of Yahweh’s Watch Care
A i .3-4 . 5- . 7-
i::)e;igll:g Uncertainty of What Awaits wv. 3 wv. 5-6 wv.7-8
&z Constant Watch Care | Safe Keeping Described | Protection from All Harm
Rhetorical Question about the Source of Help Described Generally Generally v.7
v.1b v.3 V.5
. . . . P Protection for All of Time
Confidence in Receiving Yahweh’s Mighty Help Constant Watch Care | Safe Keeping Described V.8
s Described Specifically
Yahweh as His Personal Helper Emphatically v.6
v.2a v.4

Confession of Yahweh’s Great Power
v.2b
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without cause.

PURPOSE: The psalmist, who has known Yahweh’s deliverance in the
past, is perplexed by the deep-rooted hostility of his neighbors. He
longs for deliverance from his war-loving opponents who hate him

Type: Lament of the Individual

Author: Unknown Date: Unknown

Grouping: Series opening to the Songs of Ascents
(Pss 120-34). Used for pilgrimage to Zion.

HEADING CONFIDENCE: PRAYERFUL COMPLAINT: PAINFUL LAMENT:
v.0 TESTIMONY OF PAST DELIVERANCE PRAYERS FOR DELIVERANCE FROM ANIMOSITIES LONGINGS FOR DELIVERANCE FROM ANIMOSITY
v.1 W. 2-4 VV. 5-7
Collection | Recollection of Past Distress Prayer from Deliverance from False Accusers Cry of Frustration
Song for v. 1la V.2 v. 5a
Ascending , . . .
. Report of Yahweh’s Past Prayerful Response to False Accusations Weary from War-loving Enemies
to Zion .
Deliverance w. 3-4 wv. 5-7
v.1b

Imaginary Confrontation of the Accusers
v.3

Prayer of Judgment on False Accusers
v.4

Enemies Likened to War-Loving People
v.5b

The Psalmist’s Longing for Peace
V. 6-7

Fatigued from Hostility
V. 6

Protest of Innocence
v.7




