All interpretations of this verse have to sort out two questions:
®© What is being focused on about Jesus’ sameness?
® To what do the time indicators refer?
= What does yesterday mean?
Jesus’ earthly life?
Eternity past?
The OT era?
The time on Calvary?
The previous generation of Christians?
hat does today mean?
The generation who got the letter?
The time after the ascension?
The New Testament era?
Our generation?
Time as opposed to eternity?
= What does forever mean?
Eternity future?
Future time and eternity?
All future generations of Christians?
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V. A Preferred Solution: Jesus is the Unchanging Center of our Faith

The object and center of their faith (Jesus) is not to be switched

from one generation to the next.

®© The previous generation had an unwavering faith in Jesus.

® Their own generation was being tempted to move Jesus
out of center of faith with strange teachings.

® But Jesus hadn’t changed, so their faith mustn’t either.

® They must continue to trust Him just as previous
generation.

Judaism looked so sturdy to the Hebrews.

® Functioning for 1400 years

® Had a magnificent Temple

® Had a key role in history

But Judaism has not stayed the same

© Temple was lost, priesthood lost, sacrifices lost
® For many centuries, the land was lost

® Holidays are mere shadows of what they were
Judaism is no longer today what it was yesterday
But not so with Christ, for He’s still the unchanging center of
the Christian faith.
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The Unchanging Center of our Faith
Hebrews 13:8

Introduction:

e Hebrews 13:8 is both a well-loved and an oft abused verse.
e At least 7 major interpretations of it.
e There are 2 big issues to sort thru in the verse.
® What exactly is meant by his being “same”?
® What is meant by yesterday, today, forever?
e Proposed Understanding: Hebrews 13:8 teaches that every
generation of Christians should trust Jesus as the faithful and
unchanging center of the faith.

The Limits of Jesus’ Sameness
e Clearly some things about Jesus that are not always the same.
® He has not always had a human body (2:9).
® He is no longer subject to suffering & humiliation (1:1-4).
® He no longer requires all he did during his ministry.
= Before the cross his disciples were required to keep the
Mosaic Law, but we are no longer bound to it.
= Before the Great Commission, he gave his disciples
smaller scope commissions to spread his word.
e These examples demonstrate that there must be a careful
definition about this sameness of Jesus is and isn’t.

. The Purpose of Hebrews

e Written around AD 68 by an associate of Paul (13:23)
e To Jewish Christians facing persecution (10:32-39; Rome?)
e Tempted to revert to Judaism.
® Judaism was legal religion; Christianity was suspect.
© If they identified as Jews instead of as Christians, they could
avoid persecution & martyrdom.
e Trying to keep some place for Jesus—an angel, or a great saint
e A written sermon with an extended argument and exhortation
on how Jesus is God’s final Word and Lord of all.
e He’s worthy of worship and worthy of suffering



1. The Context of the Verse IV. Seven Viewpoints on the Verse

o Part of the closing exhortations (12:1 —13:17) e Most (but not all) of the viewpoints below affirm something
® to follow after Christ’s example of suffering positive and biblical about Jesus’ sameness.
® to endure suffering as God’s constructive discipline e The question is whether these notions are what the author
® to encourage one another and care for one another’s souls intended.
® to have a pilgrim’s mindset en route to the heavenly city
® to love the brothers, maintain purity, live contentedly, and KIND OF VIEW OF VIEW OF VIEW OF

follow the saints of old SAMENESS | YESTERDAY | TODAY | FOREVER

e 13:8 is different from the verses just before & after it Jesus is “Eternity Time “Eternity

e All of the verses before it are commands, as is v. 9 after it Eternally God Past” Future”

1 Let love of the brethren continue. ] ) )

2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some Jesus is the Creation or NT Era of | Future Time

have entertained angels without knowing it. Faithful God OT History Salvation | and Eternity

3 Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and History
those who are ill-treated,
since you yourselves also are in the body. Jesus is the | Jesus' Earthly The All Future

4 Marriage is fo be hg/dln hopor among al.l’ Perpetual Ministry Hebrews' | Generations
and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; Healer . o
for fornicators & adulterers God will judge. Generation | of Christians

5  Keep your life free from love of money,

and be content with what you have, Jesus is the | Jesus' Earthly | Since His Future Time
for he has said, "l will never leave you nor forsake you." Faithful Life and Ascension | and Eternity

6 So we can confidently say, “The Lord is my helper; | will Sympathizer Sufferings.
not fear; what can man do to me?"

7 Remem:er thokse t\:\/ho Ieddyofué, dt Jesus is the | Jesus' Earthly | Since His | Future Time
who spoke the word of God to you; . . . . .
and ccl>3nsidering the result of the?:” conduct, E.ver Efflc.a- Life, MmI.SFry’ Ascension | and Eternity

imitate their faith. clous Savior | and Sacrifice

8 Jesus Christ /s the same yesterday and today and forever.

9 Do not be carried away by varied & strange teachings Jesus is the | The Previous The All Future
for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not Faithful Generation of | Hebrews' | Generations
by foods, thru which those who were so occupied were not Supporter Christians Generation | of Christians
benefited.

e 13:8 contains no command and no linking word to other verses. Jesus is the | The Previous The All Future

e How does this verse fit into the context? Unchanging | Generation of | Hebrews' | Generations

® Sandwiched by commands to follow good leaders (v. 7) and to Center of Christians Generation | of Christians
avoid false teachings (v. 9). Faith & Hope
® The best understanding will make sense of this context.




