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The First Letter of Peter 1:5

The Epistle of Living Hope

Blessing to the Blesser continued...(1:5)

*Blessing which is guaranteed and protected - For Peter’s
brethren, it is likely that very few things in life were secure. In

the ancient world security was often found in the power of
another (a patron, political leaders, or a deity). For the
scattered Christians the Roman Empire was the political
power of the time. Even though the Pax Romana (Roman
peace) offered some assurance of protection from aggression
and attack from hostile peoples and nations not under the
authority of Rome, because the Christians rejected the various
gods of the Romans (which was also viewed as a rejection of
Rome) they had no assurance of protection from the power of
the government or the false gods worshipped by the Romans.
However, Peter’s brethren had the assurance of being
protected by something and someone far greater; the power
of the living God.

A Protected Heir - As the eternal inheritance for the believer was guaranteed to remain perfect and reserved in
heaven, so too the believer himself was given the assurance that he was also protected and guaranteed to experience
the fullness of salvation. In verse six Peter presents five aspects of the Christian’s blessed assurance: Protected, Power,
Faith, Salvation, and Revelation.

Protected (Phrouroumenous) - The inheritance of God was and is reserved for a specific group of people - “you, who
are protected”. Those who are protected are heirs to the many blessings waiting for them in the kingdom of God.

D. Edmund Heibert
“(Phrouroumenous) 'to guard, to protect, to keep, is a military term (2 Cor. 11:32; Phil. 4:7), indicating that the heirs need
protection from enemies. The present tense indicates that such protecting activity is continually exercised, and the passive
voice points to the external power that assures their safety.”

Every heir is protected from being separated from God and all the blessings He has in store for them; either by their
own forfeiture or by assaults from the enemies of God and His people. Passages such as Romans 8:31-39 boldly and
clearly proclaim “If God is for us, who is against us?” (v. 31). The unbelieving world stands in opposition to God and
His people and the greatest enemy of God is Satan. This is why Peter would later tell his brethren “Be of sober spirit,
be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” (1 Peter
5:8). As fierce and as often as the attacks against God’s children come, God Himself is continually providing the
divine protection needed to stand firm and persevere to the end.

Power (dunamei) - What is it that makes the protection of the believer rock solid? In a word, power. Not just power in
general, but the power of God Himself. One of the many attributes of God is His omnipotence (all powerful). The
God who spoke the world into existence Ex Nihilo (out from nothing) is the very God who protects each and every
one of His chosen children and heirs. The power of God which sent plagues upon Egypt, parted the waters, caused
the sun to stand still, gave David victory over Goliath, protected Daniel from the lions, delivered Shadrach, Meshach,
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and Abed-nego from the furnace, caused a Mary to conceive, turned water

into wine, cured lepers, made eyes for the blind, restored a severed ear, cast Edmund Clowney
out demons, and raised the dead, is the same power that protects His “Pilgrims we may be, but the cloud
children from the many assaults against their souls. The power of God does of God's power that leads us in the

not promise a hedge of protection from every temporal attack and situation way becomes a wall of fire about us.”
of suffering, the power of God guarantees unfailing spiritual protection in
the midst of these temporal attacks and situations of suffering.

Faith_(pisteos) - Faith is vital to the protection of the believer. The power of God is what protects the Christian but
faith is the “intermediate agency for the guarding” (Robert Thomas). The continual protection of the Christian by the
power of God “does not work apart from the personal faith of those being guarded, but through their faith” (Wayne
Grudem). The Christian life is marked by faith, “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to
God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6). The power to stand
firm against the attacks of the enemy is not found in the faith of the Christian; it is faith in the provision and power
of God that provides the ability to fight against sin and the enemy. The “proper human response is to recognize our
own inadequacy and in every circumstance, by faith, ask Him to shield us by providing a way way of escape (1 Cor.
10:13). Like Peter on the night before the crucifixion, we too will fall whenever we self-confidently presume that we
can keep ourselves” (D. Edmund Heibert).

Peter Davids

"Christians, Peter asserts, do have a shielding power, not one which they can physically see, such as a patron or Romans
legions, but (as in the Old Testament) God Himself. Because they cannot see the power, faith is necessary.

Salvation (soterian) - Peter has already established that his brethren were chosen for salvation by God (1:1-2). This
choosing took place in the past long before the current situation of Peter’s suffering brethren. Salvation refers to a
“rescue or deliverance” and here in 1 Peter “denotes the full, final, eternal life God has not yet
consummated” (MacArthur). Many Christians mistakenly limit salvation to the past (“I was saved”) and to the
present (“I am saved”) but do not understand that salvation has future, eschatological aspects as well (“I will be
saved”). This was exactly Peter’s point in verse five. All the blessings that are part of salvation which are experienced
at the moment of faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ (justification, pardon, forgiveness, new life,
regeneration, adoption, mind of Christ, indwelling Holy Spirit, and many more - cf. Eph. 2:8; Rom. 5:10; 1 Cor. 1:18;
Phil. 2:12-13) do not represent the totality of the blessings of salvation. While the Christian possesses all the
aforementioned blessings of salvation in the present, blessings, such as the absence of sin and its curse and
consequences (1 Pet. 4:1; Rev. 21), the destruction of the Adversary (Rom. 16:19-20; Rev. 20:10), and glorified
bodies (Phil. 3:20-21; 1 Cor. 15:50-58) are ready (hetoimen - ready at hand) but will not be realized until a future
time. Peter’s suffering brethren longed for rescue and deliverance and they would experience it in the fullest, but not
until the appointed future time. However, knowing that this consummation of salvation was certain and coming was
a great comfort and joy to the suffering saints.

Revealed - (apokaluphthenai) - All the blessings of salvation exist but not all the blessings of salvation have been
applied or revealed. Revealed “denotes something which has been hidden but will be unveiled. It is already complete
and only awaits God’s time to be manifested” (Robert Thomas). While it is true that death liberates a Christian from
the presence of sin (Heb. 9:28; 2 Cor. 5:1-8), the “last time” (kairoi eschatoi) refers to the revelation of Jesus Christ.
The revelation of the Messiah has always been the hope of God’s people. From Job (Job 19:25-27) to Daniel (12:13)
to Paul (Rom. 8:18-25), the consummation of our great salvation will be realized at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

John MacArthur
“Christians possess some of the benefits of salvation in this life, but the great fullness of redemption is yet to come. God has
promised unfathomable glories in the eternal perfection of heaven that will one day be the conscious experience of every
believer. He is the source of the believer's inheritance; it came because of His mercy and by the gracious means of the new
birth; and it remains perfectly and eternally secure, a reality all believers can fix their hope on.”




