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Will for God’s Children


“As obedient children, do not 
be conformed to the former 
lusts which were yours in your 
ignorance, but like the Holy 
One who called you, be holy 
yourselves also in all your 
behavior; because it is written, 
“You shall be holy, for I am 
holy” — 1 Peter 1:14-16


Sanctification of God’s 
Children


For this is the will of God, your 
sanctification…for God has not 
called us for the purpose of 
impurity, but in sanctification. 
So, he who rejects this is not 
rejecting man but the God who 
gives His Holy Spirit to you” — 1 
Thessalonians 4:3a, 7-8


Source of Power and 
Truth for God’s 
Children


“How can a young man keep 
his way pure? By keeping it 
according to Your word. With 
all my heart I have sought You; 
Do not let me wander from 
Your commandments. Your 
word I have treasured in my 
heart, That I may not sin against 
You” — Psalm 119:9-11

THE HOLINESS OF 
GOD’S CHILDREN PART II


Five Questions to Ask Yourself When Making 
Decisions Concerning Your Christian Liberties

Though the Bible is inspired, authoritative, inerrant, and infallible, 
there are some areas and issues in life that are not directly 

addressed in the pages of Scripture. These are often referred to as 
“grey areas”. In these situations, many Christians have trouble 

discerning what is and is not “allowable” for God’s people. Below 
are five questions to ask when considering the “grey areas” of life 

that will help you to make informed and holy decisions.


Will I Violate A Command?


Will I Violate A Principle?


Will I Cause Someone To Stumble?


Will I Profit Spiritually?


Will I Have A Clear Conscience?
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Will I Violate A 
Command?


The Ten Commandments — 
Exodus 20:1-17


Clear commands / prohibitions


Love God / love your neighbor


Put Off / Put On — Colossians 
3:5-8


Sinful actions and attitudes are to 
be replaced with sanctified 
actions and attitudes.


Spirit-Pleasing Actions — 
Ephesians 4:32


Sinful actions work contrary to 
sanctification and will grieve the 
Holy Spirit.


While these verses do not cover 
all commands given in Scripture, 
they are examples of undeniable 
sinful actions and attitudes that 
God’s children must resist.


Will I Violate A Principle?


Non-Conformity — 1 Peter 1:14


Conformity to the pre-salvation 
life is prohibited.


Redeeming the Time — 
Ephesians 5:16


As Christians we are to live our 
lives as believers in a manner that 
demonstrates worship and 
stewardship.


Peacemaking — Romans 12:18


The natural sinful tendency of 
man is to retaliate when attacked. 
Here Christians are called to be 
peacemakers.


Will I Cause Someone To Stumble?


Do Not Be a Stumbling Block — Romans 14:13-21


Often our actions make an impact on those around us. We must make 
sure that what we do as Christians does not cause another Christian to 
stumble into sin.


Think of Other’s Best Interest — Philippians 2:3-4


Christians are to look to and imitate Christ when considering how their 
actions will impact other Christians. This requires great humility toward 
and consideration for the body of Christ.


Will I Profit Spiritually?


Some Allowable Actions Offer Little or No Spiritual Benefit — 1 
Corinthians 10:23


Just because you can do something under the banner of Christian 
liberty does not mean you should — especially if there is the possibility 
that what you do will take power over you (cf. 1 Corinthians 6:12).


The Physical Benefit is Not As Important as the Spiritual Benefit — 1 
Timothy 4:8


In this passage Paul demonstrates that the greater discipline is spiritual 
because of its endurance into eternity. This principle can apply to the 
decisions we make not only in ministry but life in general.


Will I Have A Clear Conscience?


Personal Conviction Before God — Romans 14:22-23


Christian freedom or liberty is God-given and should be enjoyed by His 
children. However, each child of God must come to a decision of faith 
and a clear conscience — often two Christians view the same action with 
opposite convictions. This is where individuals must come to their own 
decision before God while demonstrating concern for their brethren.


If a Christian knows he or she is not violating a clear command, a 
biblical principle, causing someone to stumble, and sacrificing spiritual 
benefits, he or she may proceed with a clear conscience before God 
and man.


When a believer exercises his or her Christian liberty at no time should 
he or she belittle a brother or sister in Christ who does not share their 
personal conviction. The informed decision they make is between 
themself and God.
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